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Co-Teaching: Critical 
Conversations to Build a 

Partnership 



•     Co-teaching is a collaborative partnership between 
a general educator and a special educator who have 
shared accountability  
and ownership for planning and delivering 
instruction and assessment to all students within a 
classroom environment. 

What is Co-teaching 



• One Teach and One Assist          _____	



•  Team Teaching                            _____	



•  Parallel Teaching                         _____	



•  Alternate Teaching                      _____	



•  Station Teaching                          _____	



What Approach Are You Using? 

Please rate based on the following:	


1. Use Sparingly	



2. Use Frequently	
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•  A complete understanding of three 
components:	



•  The students for whom they are responsible	



•  The adults - the partners - with whom joint 
teaching is done	



•  The professional practices in which they engage 
(curriculum, instruction and classroom culture)	



Quality Co-teaching 



• More difficult in 
High School then 
Elementary	



•  ALL teachers need 
to work intensely 
to find out as much 
as they can about 
students	



The Student 



•  Gain knowledge about students’ learning styles, academic assets 
and challenges, personality traits easier and more efficient. 	



•  Share data, observations, preferences	



•  Use information to plan, implement and evaluate lessons/
coursework 	



•  More effective differentiation of instruction, more thoughtful 
groups of students and move from one-size-fits all mentality	



•  More complete knowledge equals a teacher that can supplement 
and enhance academic content	



The Student: What is the benefit of two? 





•  Teachers need to 
clarify their own 
values, assumptions, 
and educational goals	



•  Each teacher needs to 
express their own 
beliefs and philosophy 
of teaching and 
learning in a way to 
lead to a shared 
vision.	



The Adult 



•  Co-teachers have to converse on wide variety 
of topics to be able to learn about each other 
and work as equal partners	



•  Personal	



•  Professional	



• What do we need to talk about to develop our 
professional relationship?	



•  How can we develop an agreement on our 
roles and responsibilities in our partnership?	



The Adult: Everyone has a Voice 



Getting the Dirt 



Getting the Dirt 



•  Activities teachers engage in within their 
classrooms are the teaching practices that 
decide learning.	



•  Content and Process includes the physical 
arrangement of the room, content knowledge 
and planning, curricular goals, adaptations and 
modifications to content and learning 
activities, instructional presentation, 
classroom management, and learning 
assessment.	



The Professional Practice 



•  Engage Partners	



•  Examine Data	



•  Enhance Instruction	



•  Expand Impact	



4 Critical Conversations 






